The Chief Executive's Department,

Nottinghamshire County Council,

County Hall,

Loughborough Road,

West Bridgford,

Nottingham
NG2 7QP
Dear Sir,

Collingham Library should not be downgraded to a 'community library', for the following reasons:

· It is the second busiest library in the County.  Other less busy libraries are not scheduled to be downgraded to community libraries.

· Collingham Library is not just used by Collingham villagers. The facilities of Collingham act as a hub for other villages in the surrounding area.

· Our library is the only visible presence of the County Council in the village. 

· It is not just a lending library, the IT provision is booked continuously by people of all ages. It has a large, well used reference section.  The expertise of the librarians and assistants is essential for the use of this provision.

· It is a community resource, there are no other daytime meeting places in the village.

· Our Government is talking of a 'second industrial revolution' to reskill our workforces.  For the rural population this is already very difficult.  We consider reducing the village library facilities will lead to further rural impoverishment.

· Under the Equality Act 2010 provision must be made for disabled members of our community.  Reduced hours in a library contained in a small space, with its current footfall would make access very difficult and hazardous for the disabled members of our community.  Access to the expertise of librarians would also be reduced.

It would be much appreciated if you would reconsider this ill-conceived proposal.
Yours faithfully

