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Foreword

A war memorial is defined as: ‘…any tangible object which has been erected or dedicated to
commemorate war, conflict, victory or peace; or casualties who served in, were affected by
or killed as a result of war, conflict or peacekeeping; or those who died as a result of
accident or disease whilst engaged in military service.’1
Unlike many villages, Collingham doesn’t have a centrally-placed war memorial. This is
because until 1970, it was divided into two separate parishes, each with its own parish
church, parishioners and parish council. North Collingham always had the larger population
of the two.
Collingham’s main war memorials are located in the two ancient parish churches: All Saints
on Low Street in North Collingham and St John the Baptist in South Collingham. Other
locations include the War Memorial Hall on the High Street and the Methodist Church, also
on the High Street.
‘Collingham’s War Memorials’ is intended to provide a brief overview of all the memorials in
the village. Where known, the Imperial War Museum (IWM) Memorials Register2 reference
number of each memorial is given. The IWM Register is an online database that records
every known war memorial in the UK. Collingham has several memorials listed on here.
Collingham’s earliest known war memorial dates from 1854 and can be found in the old
section of the churchyard of All Saints. Labelled ‘The Balaklava Memorial’ on the IWM
Register, it lies beneath the yew tree on the north side of the churchyard
The vast majority of Collingham’s war memorials date from the Great War of 1914-1918.
This is unsurprising, given the sheer volume of casualties sustained in that conflict.
Fortunately, the Second World War saw fewer casualties, with five names commemorating
those who lost their lives from South Collingham and six from North.
To date, there are no known villagers who have died on active service since 1945/46.
However, this booklet is not intended as a definitive work on the subject and readers are
invited to make comments, additions or amendments in the margins.
The main focus of ‘Collingham’s War Memorials’ is that of the Great War to coincide with the
centenary of the signing of the armistice in 1918. It is hoped that someone will undertake to
look at the history of the Second World War memorials in depth at a later date.
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Source: UK War Memorials website www.ukwarmemorials.org
Website: www.iwm.org.uk/memorials

The Balaklava Memorial
IWM No: 38867
Collingham’s earliest known war
memorial is ‘the Balaklava Memorial’, a
headstone near the yew tree in the north
side of All Saints’ Churchyard, dedicated
to William Bacon (1824 -1854) ‘a native
of this parish’ who fell in battle aged 30
and his brother-in-law, George Broome
(1819 -1854), privates in the 17th
Lancers. Both were killed in the Crimean
War (1853-1856) on October 25th, 1854
during the infamous ‘Charge of the Light
Brigade.’ The stone is engraved with two
verses from Tennyson’s epic poem of the
same name, which the poet laureate
penned two months after the event.

“Charge”! Was the Captain’s Cry
Theirs, not to make reply:Theirs, not to question why:Theirs, but to do or die:
Into the Valley of Death
Rode the Six hundred
Honour the Brave and Bold!
Long shall the tale be told
Then, when our babies are old
How they rode onwards.’

Also mentioned on the inscription is
John Bacon (1828 -1886), their brother,
who ‘escaped unhurt from the same
desperate charge.’ He is buried in North
Collingham Churchyard.

Above: The Balaklava Memorial in All Saints’ Churchyard
Photo: Michael Davies

Part 1
In total, there are forty-four names commemorated from the Great War; twenty- eight from
North Collingham, sixteen from South Collingham.
Of those forty-four, only five are buried locally. Three are in All Saints churchyard: Harold
Millns, Arthur Brompton and Elisabeth Hunt. One is in Maplebeck (Arthur Ernest Williams)
and one in Balderton St Giles Church (Albert P Walker). The rest are buried or remembered
in Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemeteries in France and Belgium, apart from
Montague Browne in Dean’s Grange Cemetery, Dublin and his brother, Captain Percival L.
Browne, who lies in Green Hill Cemetery, Gallipoli, Turkey.

The War Memorial Committees
Given that so few bereaved families would get the chance to visit their loved ones’ graves,
local memorials were a way for the two parishes to show their gratitude to ‘those men who
laid down their lives on our behalf.’ Soon after
the armistice in November 1918, meetings were
held to decide what form the memorials would
take and how the money could be raised to pay
for them. Those gathered would be mindful of the
fact that everyone had already spent four years
raising money for the war effort. To expect
everyone to contribute yet again was a big ask.
Nevertheless, this final cause was seen as a truly
justifiable and honourable one.
The two parishes decided against a joint scheme
so each village formed a separate War Memorial
Committee, with the rector of South Collingham,
Rev. Albert Maxwell (1870 -1937) leading
South’s and churchwarden Mr Thomas Bradley
(1859 -1921), of ‘The Willows’, Low Street,
elected chairman of North’s.
Both committees agreed that the parish churches
should be the location for whatever types of
memorials were commissioned and launching an Above: Rev Albert J Maxwell was rector of South
appeal for subscriptions would be the way to
Collingham from 1907 until his death in 1937. His
fund them.
monthly newsletters from throughout the war
were donated to Collingham Museum Committee
(now CDLHS) during the 1970s and have proved
an invaluable source of information.

Raising the Funds
In North Collingham, a circular letter was sent to
every householder on January 30th, 1919, appealing
for donations. A deadline of March 1st was given. It is
unknown how much was collected altogether or the
cost of the memorials. Regardless, the plea was so
successful that on November 30th the parishioners
were gathering in the new churchyard for the
unveiling of Clement W. Jewett’s elegantly carved
stone cross.
South Collingham parishioners were equally as
generous in their subscriptions. However, unlike
North Collingham, who had opted for an outdoor
monument ‘…in the centre of the new churchyard’3 ,
with a parishioners’ plaque inside the church, South
Collingham had decided against an outdoor
memorial, fearing the inscriptions would ‘be
obliterated with the passage of time.’4 They instead
favoured a stained glass window as well as a
parishioners’ tablet in culn brass. This was to prove
more expensive than anticipated.

Above: Rev. Reginald Freestone Gould (18611939) was vicar of All Saints Church from 1906
until his death in 1939. A chapel in All Saints
Church was dedicated to his memory in 1943.

Inspire Nottinghamshire Archives holds the complete
collection of accounts for the South Collingham War
Memorial Committee, giving us a useful insight into
the fundraising process. The bundle of papers
includes committee treasurer John Wigram’s bank
book with every donation neatly itemised and every

invoice labelled.
Most donations were between five (5/-) and ten shillings (10/-), some were only one or two
shillings and others, from wealthier residents such as Mrs Mary Browne of South Collingham
House, mother of Montague and Percival Browne mentioned above, were for £50. To put
this into perspective, the average weekly wage for agricultural labourers at the time varied
between 14/- and 22/-.

Brough & Danethorpe
Like North Collingham, South Collingham reached its initial target quite quickly. However, by
April 1919 South’s target had increased from £200 to £300 in order to make the
specifications of the memorial ‘as good and worthy as possible’. Although the fund already
stood at £270, the final £30 barely trickled in. One stumbling block seemed to be that
although the appeal had met with a ‘hearty response’ from householders in South
Collingham itself, the people of Brough and Danethorpe had not contributed anything.
Reading between the lines of the April 1919 newsletter, this was probably because the men
who lost their lives from Brough and Danethorpe (George Henry Clayton, Jack Peet Bee,
John Thomas Hickman and George Henry Pilgrim) were not to be included on the tablet.
3

The ‘new’ churchyard was opened in 1916. The extension ran from the old churchyard, extending southwards
from the Flood Mark wall towards White Hart Lane. An old cottage called ‘Sunnyside’ was purchased in an
auction and demolished to make way for the extension (Source: Newark Herald Aug 19 th 1916).
4
Source: January 1919 South Collingham Parish Newsletter

This was soon rectified and by the May bulletin subscriptions had been received from
Brough residents, including Jack Bee’s parents, Thomas and Alice Bee, who had since
moved to Sincil Bank in Lincoln, and Miss Griffith, the headteacher of Brough School. The
added donations were much needed, especially when a fifth name, that of Albert Walker,
who had been a member of Brough Choir, was added to the list of the fallen that May, after
he finally succumbed to the dreadful injuries he’d sustained in 1915.
Eventually, a total of £324.1.7
was raised. Wigram even had
9/4 left over, which was donated
to the Institute for the Blind,
before he closed the account in
August 1920. South Collingham
had its dedication service on
July 19th, 1920, six months after
North Collingham.
Three years later, an added
plate with ‘Lest We Forget’ was
commissioned, perhaps to
‘round off’ the tablet. In a letter
to Rev Maxwell dated 24th
January 1923, Wigram wrote:
‘Personally, I must say I think
the words ‘Lest We Forget’ are
essential. They are not, of
course, needed for those
bereaved, nor perhaps, for this
generation, but certainly for
those to come.’

Above: Treasurer of the South Collingham War Memorial Committee John Wigram
(1846 -1943) at his desk in the Manor on Low Street. An accountant and partner at
Smith, Woolley and Wigram (Land Agency), as well as churchwarden for St John the
Baptist, he was highly influential in parish matters. Photo c/o CDLHS

The bronze plate cost £6.6.0
In addition, both parishes wanted to acknowledge all the villagers who had seen active
service and did so in the form of a framed and glazed roll of honour. These, too, were kept in
the respective churches and can still be seen today.
As well as the main war memorials, there are several individual memorials in Collingham,
such as graves, headstones, plaques, stained glass windows and battlefield crosses. These
are also included in this booklet.

Above: January 1919 Newsletter from Rev. Albert Maxwell, vicar of South Collingham Parish, reporting on a meeting held
on December 23rd 1918 to ‘consider the desirability of erecting a memorial of those soldiers from this parish who have
given their lives for their country…’ Source: Collingham and District Local History Society Ref: EC/B/51

Above: Copy of circular sent by the North Collingham War Committee to parishioners dated 30th January 1919. Image c/o
Inspire Nottinghamshire Archives Ref: PR/23, 030/2

Demographics on the Fallen 1914 -1919
As mentioned, there are forty-four names on the two main memorials. Precise details of the
criteria for deciding who should or should not be included is not currently known. Rev.
Maxwell, commenting on the decision to include the soldiers from Brough and Danethorpe,
reassured his parishioners that: ‘it was the wish of the whole parish that this should be done,
and even were it otherwise, the task of deciding which names to exclude would be a very
invidious one.’ (April 1919 newsletter).
Invidious or not, there must have been some debate over who should and should not be
remembered in certain cases. Recent research has revealed that, while most names had
close connections to the villages either by birth, marriage or lengthy habitation, this wasn’t
the case for all. Interestingly, only thirteen of the forty-four were born in Collingham and one
(John Thomas Hickman) in Brough.
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Church attendance was not factor for inclusion, nor was social status. As Rev. Maxwell
pointed out in his January 1919 Newsletter: ‘It is often the custom of people of sufficient
wealth to erect stained glass windows and brass tablets to the memory of their dear ones
who have gone; but the relatives of many of our lads…are quite unable to do this, and it is
for us to see they do not suffer on that account.’
It is more difficult to trace precisely how many of the 44 were living locally at the outbreak of
war. The 1911 census is helpful but only to a certain extent, and war records are patchy, as
many were destroyed when the War Office was bombed in 1940. Those that exist
sometimes give the address of the recruit on enlistment.
Many of those who were born and bred had moved away to find work long before 1914;
James Liley (Welbeck Estate as a horseman), George Blundy (Skelton Castle as a footman),
Frank Golland (Bradford as a fellmonger) and Frank Thompson (London as a sorter in a post
office), for instance. John Hickman and Fred East had emigrated to Canada. All still had
close family ties to the villages.
Only five were regulars in the army, as opposed to volunteers or conscripts:
•
•
•
•

Lieut. Ronald AC Aitchison (King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment)
Driver Arthur Brompton (Royal Field Artillery)
Capt. Percival L Browne (2nd Lincolnshire Regiment)
Pte Joseph Taylor (9th Lancers)

•

Lt. Harry Wright (9th Sherwood Foresters)
Both committees were willing to include those who
had connections to the villages other than family
ties. Arthur Ernest Williams (1882-1917) for
example, had links solely though his job as a carrier,
taking people from the locality to Newark and back
on market days. Ironically, Maplebeck, where he is
buried, regards itself as a ‘Thankful Village5’ and
does not recognise Williams because he wasn’t born
there.
Conversely, there are names omitted from the
Collingham memorials that might reasonably have
been expected to appear but do not. Michael
Edmonds Colton (1894 -1915) and his brother
Stanley Edmonds Colton (1898 -1918), for example,
were both Collingham-born (‘Brooklands’, Low
Street) with family ties to the district going back
generations. They are remembered in Newark
Parish Church and South Scarle Church but not
North Collingham.

Above: George Blundy (1887-1916) was a typical
volunteer. Born in Harby, his family moved to
North Collingham around 1890. He was employed
in Collingham by Col. Curtis as a stableboy when
he was 13 and then as a footman in Skelton
Castle by 1911. A private in the 4th Alexandra
Princess of Wales Own Yorkshire Regiment, he
was killed by an explosion defending Hill 60 in
Ypres on 14th February 1916 aged 28.

Likewise, Charles Frederick Bocock (1880 -1915)
was another native born and raised in Collingham,
who lived here until his early twenties. He married in
1913 and moved to Grimsby where he was a deck
hand on the fishing trawler ‘Cineraria’ which was
sunk by a German torpedo. There are Bococks in the
village to this day.

Charles’ omission from the Collingham memorials is
possibly due to the fact he was not in ‘active service’
when he was killed. He is remembered, along with the eight other crew members who
perished, on the Tower Hill Memorial dedicated to those from the merchant navy and fishing
fleets who ‘have no grave but the sea.’

Regardless of the reason for being remembered on Collingham’s war memorials, each and
every one of the fallen gave their lives serving their country.

5

Source: Newark Advertiser 2014. A ‘Thankful Village’ is one where no one from the village fell in the Great
War.

‘Known only unto God.’
The following men have no known grave, indicating their bodies were never recovered. The
name of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission Memorial on which they are
remembered in France or Belgium is given in brackets:
NC = North Collingham
SC = South Collingham

George Ashworth NC (Thiepval Memorial)
Leonard Ashworth NC (Ploegsteert Memorial)
Thomas Henry Bacon NC (Thiepval Memorial)
John William Bacon NC (Menin Gate Memorial)
George H Clayton SC (Soissons Memorial)
Albert Hammond SC (Ploegsteert Memorial)
John Harker NC (Ploegsteert Memorial)
Robert Stanley Hunt NC (Thiepval Memorial)
James Liley SC (Thiepval Memorial)
George H Pilgrim SC (Pozières Memorial)
Frank Thompson NC (Tyne Cot Memorial)
Frank White NC (Arras Memorial)
Vincent Wilkinson SC (Thiepval Memorial)

For more information about the individual soldiers and Nurse Hunt, go to www.collinghamnotts.org.uk and click on ‘The Fallen’ page

Above: List of Names of the Fallen taken from the back of the North Collingham dedication service sheet
c/o CDLHS Ref: EC/A/ Please note some dates of death have since been amended: John William Bacon
died on the 3rd, not 13th September 1916 and Arthur Wynne Williams August 8th, not Oct 8th, 1918.

Above: List of Names of the Fallen from South Collingham as it appeared on the
dedication service sheet July 1920 Source: CDLHS Ref EC/B/24

Part 2
North Collingham Memorials 1914 -1919

Above: North Collingham War Memorial Cross 1919. This photograph was donated to Collingham Archives by
Rev. David Milner c. 2009. Framed behind a glazed mount, it shows the cross in pristine condition. Note the lack
of graves surrounding the area which had only been consecrated three years earlier. This picture possibly shows
the cross immediately after the unveiling service but this needs verification.

List of the Great War Memorials in North Collingham

All Saints Churchyard:

Cross Monument, All Saints Churchyard (1916 section)
Grave of Driver Arthur Brompton
Grave of Nurse Elisabeth Hunt
Grave of Harold Millns
Inscription on George and Mary Sheldon’s grave to Sgt Harry
Sheldon
Inside the church:
Parishioners’ Plaque
Framed Roll of Honour listing all those who saw active service
from North Collingham 1914-1918
Thomas Letts Berry stained glass window

War Memorial Hall, High Street, Collingham:

Brass plaque dedicated to Robert S Hunt
Methodist Church, High Street, Collingham:

A plaque dedicated to the Fallen of both world wars (no names)

*

The War Memorial Cross Monument, All Saints Churchyard
Location: OS Grid reference: SK 82980 62043
IWM Ref: 271 22
The Cross is a Grade II Listed
monument (since April 23rd
2015) situated in the ‘new’
(1916) part of the churchyard.
Money was raised by
parishioners to commission the
cross, which was officially
unveiled on Sunday November
30th 1919, just over a year after
the Armistice.
The following information is from
the Historic England British
Listed Buildings website:
‘The memorial stands in the
churchyard extension of All
Saints Church (Grade I-listed).
Approximately 8m tall, it takes
the form of an elaborate stone
crucifix rising from an octagonal
shaft. The shaft is raised on a
small octagonal plinth, which
stands on a two-stepped base.
Carved on the front face of the
plinth, in a panel of blind tracery,
is the inscription 1914/ TO/ THE
GLORIOUS/ MEMORY OF
THE/ FALLEN OF THIS/
PARISH/ 1919.

Above: North Collingham War Memorial Cross

Photo: M Davies

The remaining sides of the
plinth are also decorated with
panels of blind tracery. Mounted
on alternate faces are bronze
plaques bearing the ranks,
names and regiments of the
men who died in the First World
War, and also Nurse Elisabeth
Hunt. A bronze plaque bearing
the names of those who died in
the Second World War is
mounted on one face with the
dedication ALSO IN MEMORY
OF/ (NAMES)/ 1939-45.

History
The war memorial is in remembrance of the men, and one woman, from Collingham who
served and died during the First
World War. Sculpted by
Clement William Jewett (18701956), it was unveiled by Lt Col
W Coape-Oates on 30
November 1919. The names of
those who died in the Second
World War were added later.’

Above: Detail of one of the bronze plaques on the plinth 2018

Clement William Jewitt (1870 -1956) Sculptor
It is unknown why Jewitt was selected by the
War Memorial Committee to design the cross
for All Saints. Often the committees would ask
for tenders or set a competition. We know that
Jewitt, of Hornsey, London, was a noted
sculptor who trained at the Royal Academy
Schools and designed five war memorials in
all, including North Collingham’s. It is possible
Collingham was one of his earliest
commissions.
Jewitt’s designs are all similar to Collingham’s;
the cross (right) at St Michael’s in Camden
especially.
As yet, we do not know how much the All
Saints’ Cross cost or how it was transported
and erected. The St Michael’s Church Cross,
unveiled in April 1920, cost £290.

St Michael’s Church, Camden War Memorial
Photo Chris Reynolds 2015 with kind permission
of War Memorials Online website

Photo: M Davies

The Dedication Service Sunday Nov 30th 1919
Copies of the original service sheet
(left) can be found in Nottinghamshire
Archives Ref: PR 23,507 and in
CDLHS Archives.
The service began at 2.30p.m. with a
hymn ‘For All the Saints who from their
Labours Rest’. Psalm 124 was then
read followed by another hymn, The
Supreme Sacrifice’ or ‘O Valiant
Hearts,’ a poem written in 1919 by JS
Arkwright and set to music. There
followed a procession to the memorial
for the unveiling.
Lt. Col. Oates of the 2/8th Sherwood
Foresters unveiled the memorial.
This was followed by a reading of all
the names and then the address, given
again by Oates. The hymn ‘Jesus lives
no Longer Now’ was sung as wreaths
were laid.
A benediction, followed by the 1st verse
of the National Anthem followed.
The service ended with the Last Post
(Buglers from the 8th Battalion
Sherwood Foresters).

Right: William Coape Oates (1862 -1942) DSO, JP lived
at Chaise House, Besthorpe. A career soldier and
excellent cricketer, he came out of retirement to lead the
2/8th Sherwood Foresters during WW1. He was awarded
the DSO in January 1918, as was his son, Capt. JS
Oates. Both are buried in Holy Trinity Churchyard,
Besthorpe.

Lt-Col Oates from ‘The Sherwood Foresters in
the Great War’ pub. 1920

The Parishioners’ Plaque, All Saints Church
Location: near the font, All Saints Church
IWM No: 27127
The same names appear on the North Collingham Parishioners’ Plaque inside the church as
on the monument, apart from Frank White and Arthur Brompton, giving 26 in total:

Photo courtesy of Michael Davies 2018

It is possible that Frank White is missing from the plaque as his link to North Collingham is,
as yet, unknown. The date of his death on the Service Sheet (July 4th 1918) is at odds with
that given on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission information (March 28th).
As for Arthur Brompton, he was Collingham born and bred. The reason for his omission
might be because he died on June 6th 1919, presumably after the plaque had been
commissioned.

Cost and manufacturer of the plaque unknown

North Collingham Roll of Honour (1914 -1918)
‘Names of the men from this parish on active service for their king and country’

Location: All Saints Church. Not currently on display. Contact the churchwarden
for details

IWM No: not listed

Above: The commercially-produced rolls of honour were usually purchased and donated by a
parishioner – in this instance, Mrs Edith Brooks, wife of William Nathanial Brooks (listed in the roll
of honour). It is unknown who filled in the names.

North Collingham Roll of Honour: List of Names 1914 -1918
Please note: North Collingham’s Roll of Honour is not in alphabetical order. Recent research shows
there were further volunteers and conscripts who are not included here.

Blundy Percy John

Hemstock Herbert

Brompton Herbert

Hemstock Percy

Brompton John

Sheldon Harry (RIP)

Collin Edgar N. F.

Holland Albert

Creasey Cartwright

Hunt John

Portal Gervase

Wiseman Frank

Powell Albert

Johnson John

Pykett Bernard

Reeve Percy

Wilson Arthur

Starr Arthur (RIP)

Hancliffe John

Lucas William H.

Warwick Henry B.

Hill Walter (RIP)

Brooks William N.

Blundy George (RIP)

Starr Ernest

Thew George Herbert

Bates Walter Wood

Holland Sidney

Bacon John William (RIP)

Mills Sidney

Bunn Charles (RIP)

Wright John Staley

Clarke Arthur H.

Swann Henry W.

Blundy Ronald E.

Hickman John

Widnall George

Drury George

Brompton Arthur (RIP)

Squires Thomas

Bacon Thomas Henry (RIP)

Baker Evelyn Leslie

Wright Henry (RIP)

Hooper Francis J.

Wright Frederick

Williams Roderic Esmor

Berry Thomas Letts (RIP)

Williams Arthur Wynne (RIP)

Lucas Jarvis O.

Ashworth George (RIP)

Pennington Bernard

Ashworth Leonard (RIP)

Woodcock James

Webster John

Kent William

Harker John (RIP)

Taylor Joseph (RIP)

Woodcock Aaron

Hoe Harry

Taylor Walter

Hunt Robert Stanley (RIP)

Wreford Alfred

Thompson Albert

Taylor John

Mitchelson John

French Walter

Millns John E.

Osborn Frederick

Millns Harold (RIP)

Hoe Frank

Bocock William

Holland Percy

Bagley Edward

Moss Geoffrey R.

Marsh Edwin

Johnson William

Selby Herbert

Johnson Henry

White Frank (RIP)

Bagley Charles Henry (RIP)

Hutton Eric J.

Baker Lancelot

Perry John C.

Lyon Frederick (RIP)

Millns Edward

Starr Alfred

Hickman Samuel Dolphin

Oldham Belton (RIP)

East Tom Dakin (RIP)

King George H.

East Fred (RIP)

Brooks Robert

Golland Charles

Birkett Charles Frederick

Golland Frank (RIP)

Cook Norman Edric

Taylor Frank

Squires George

Cheetham Joseph
Lucas Eustace
Williams Arthur Ernest (RIP)
Marrows Charles
Holland Arthur
Wiseman Robert William

Not included but do appear on the
Parishioners’ Plaque and Cross:
Harry Blow (RIP)
Sister Elisabeth Hunt (RIP)
Frank Thompson (RIP)

The Great War Graves (1914 -1918) in All Saints Churchyard
Location: all are in the 1916 section of the graveyard with Row A being nearest Low Street
and Row P nearest to the Cross
IWM Nos: Only Harry Sheldon’s parents’ grave has an IWM number (18893).

Nurse Elisabeth Hunt

Nurse Elisabeth Hunt (1884 -1917)
served as a Queen Alexandra Royal
Naval Nurse at Haslar Military Hospital.
She died on the operating table at a
hospital in Margate during a routine
operation.

Above right: Nurse Elizabeth Hunt’s grave. Row B 13 by the footpath dividing the old and
new part of the churchyard. Elisabeth’s sister, Nellie Hunt, was also a nurse during WW1 &
is buried with her.

Driver Arthur Brompton

Arthur Brompton (1871 -1919)
was a Driver for the Royal Field
Artillery. A professional soldier,
he served throughout the war but
died of unknown causes (possibly
Spanish Flu), shortly after being
discharged in June 1919. His
parents are buried in the plot in
front.

Above: Arthur Brompton’s grave Row A 6.

Harold Millns

Private Harold Millns (1896 -1916) died of
wounds in Napsbury Hospital.
The funeral service was held at the
Methodist Church and he was laid to rest
with full military honours.

Above: Harold Millns’ grave

His grave is in Row G 75 next to other Millns
family graves.

Harry Sheldon

Sgt Harry Sheldon of The Farm, Low St
(1892-1918) was killed in action on The
Somme when serving with the 1/6th
Sherwood Foresters. Buried Roisell
Communal Cemetery, France
Photo c/o Colin Storm

Above: Harry Sheldon’s inscription on his
parents’ grave Row A 1 (near E Hunt)

The Thomas Letts Berry Window
Location: All Saints Church, chancel
IWM No: 1973

The dedication below the window reads:
‘To the glory of God and in the loving memory of Thomas Letts Berry of this parish.
Born March 14th 1880. Died March 13th 1915 of wounds received in action at Neuve
Chappelle. Laid to rest Estaires Cemetery France.’
Photo J Lodge
The window was created by the Bromsgrove Guild (1898 -1966) and commissioned by
Berry’s widow, Mary Alissimon Berry (1877 -1949). It was dedicated by Rev. Gould on
Sunday 7th April 1918. Corporal Thomas Letts Berry was the first North Collingham man to
die in battle. He left a widow and a young son, Thomas Hugh Kirk Berry (1912 - 2000).

North Collingham War Memorials: War Memorial Hall
Location: High Street, Collingham
IWM: 19659

The Public Hall c 1910. The Public Hall was built by subscription in 1888. It was a popular venue and contained a library
at the back. During the Great War it was used as a drill hall for the Volunteers as well as somewhere to host
celebratory suppers and events.
Postcard c/o CDLHS

The Collingham War Memorial Hall (commonly called the Memorial Hall) is itself a listed war
memorial. However, this listing was from World War Two. It was originally called the Public
Hall and its name was changed after 19456. In the 1940s, the Public Hall, then owned by a
private company, was in need of repair. The shareholders were invited to subscribe their
holdings to a fund with subscriptions from the village. The hall was purchased as the
village’s ‘War Memorial’ thus becoming The War Memorial Hall.’

Pte Robert Hunt’s Plaque
Location: War Memorial Hall,
north facing wall
IWM:
not currently listed

Right: Brass plaque dedicated to Pte.
Robert S Hunt (plaque originally in
Collingham Baptist Church)
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Source ‘A Collingham Scrapbook’ p 17

Description of Robert Hunt’s Plaque: Brass plaque to commemorate Pte Robert S
Hunt (1894-1916) dedicated by his parents, William Barton and Elizabeth Hunt.
This plaque was originally in the Baptist Church on Baptist Lane and removed during the
transfer of assets on the church’s closure c. 2011 and re-positioned in the Memorial Hall. A
plea to find relatives of the Hunts by the parish council proved fruitful and Mrs Jane Stirland
of Coventry contacted the parish council and provided much useful information, not only
about Robert, but also his cousin, Nurse Elisabeth Hunt (see Names of the Fallen June 23rd
1917).

Collingham Methodist Church, High Street
War Memorial Tablet
Location: on the rostrum
IWM No: 19499

Photo HP
The inscription reads: ‘To the Glory of God. This rostrum was erected by the church. In
honoured memory of those who fell. Also those who served in the Great War 1914-1919’

Part 3

South Collingham Great War Memorials

Above: post-card of St John the Baptist dated 1915 c/o Mr Malcolm Barnard

List of the Great War (1914 -1918) Memorials
St John the Baptist:
Stained glass war memorial window in the Chancel
Brass Memorial Tablet on the South Aisle Wall
Grave Marker of Captain T H C Woolley, South Aisle Wall
Memorial Plaque: Lt. Ronald A C Aitchison – Chancel
Roll of Honour, South Aisle Wall
Inscription on gravestone in churchyard: Private Charles Bunn

Stained Glass Window War Memorial to the Fallen of South
Collingham
Location: Chancel
IWM No: 1973

Above: The inscription reads: To the Glory of God and in memory of the men of this parish who sacrificed their lives in
the Great War August 4th 1914 to 28th June 1919.’
Photo: Michael Davies 2018

The Great War Memorial Window: The Saints
The notable firm of Shrigley and Hunt were commissioned to design and install the Great
War Memorial stained glass window. In his book ‘Stained Glass from Shrigley and Hunt of
Lancaster and London’, William Waters reveals the firm had many such orders from
churches at the time. ‘These tended to be repetitive in design, favourite themes being the
English patrons St George, St Michael and St Alban. Few windows broke away from the late
Pre-Raphaelite image of an armour-clad knight.’
The window in St John the Baptist’s certainly conforms to Waters’ description, with seven of
the eight saints (St. Gabriel excepted) bearing arms.
Rev Maxwell mentions in his August 1920 newsletter that he devoted both sermons of the
two Sundays following the unveiling of the memorial on June 20th 1920 ‘…to an explanation
of the reasons which suggested the association of our own heroes with the particular saints.’

Above: description of the window and memorial tablet from South Collingham
Parish Newsletter August 1920 c/o CDLHS Ref: EC/B/52

Unfortunately, we do not have copies of those sermons so a brief look at each saint might
allow us to ponder the eight choices.

Top Lights

Left to right: St George, St Michael, St Gabriel, St Martin

St. George with St George’s Chapel in the background (1st light on left)
Martyr and patron saint of England, it is likely, but not certain, that he was a soldier. The
slain dragon (the foe overcome) at his feet adds to the symbolism.
St. Michael (2nd light)
Archangel. His name means ‘Who is like unto God?’ In the Book of Revelation, he is the
principal fighter of the heavenly battle against the devil (again often symbolised as a
dragon). Often chosen as patron saint of cemeteries.
St. Gabriel with St Gabriel’s Chapel in the background (3rd light)
Archangel. Best known for bringing the glad tidings to Mary of the future birth of Jesus.
Gabriel is the patron saint of messengers, perhaps used here to represent the good news
that the war had ended. Above his head flies the dove, the symbol of peace.
St. Martin, Bishop of Tours in front of his cathedral (4th light)
Pope and martyr. According to one source7, St Martin was the first recognised
conscientious objector in history. A cavalryman in the Roman army, he is said to have cut his
cloak in half to give to a naked beggar. After converting to Christianity, he refused to fight.
Accused of cowardice by his superiors, he offered to go into battle unarmed. The battle
never took place and he was released from service.

NB: St Martin is perhaps a surprising choice of saints, given Rev. Maxwell’s denouncing of
those who chose not to enlist in his earlier newsletters. Bertie Walton (1898-1967), a 197

www.catholic.org/saints

year old pacifist living with his parents on Woodhill Road, was Collingham’s only known
conscientious objector. Perhaps by 1920 a more lenient attitude towards conscientious
objectors, who were often stretcher bearers in the trenches, had come in to play.

Bottom Row Lights

Left to right: St Alban, St Joshua, St David, Joan of Arc

St. Alban with St Alban’s Cathedral in the background (1st light on left)
Martyr. St Alban, a Roman citizen living in Verulamium (St Alban’s) was beheaded for
protecting a Christian priest fleeing prosecution. Often depicted as a soldier, he represents
courage, faith and compassion.
St. Joshua ‘standing before Jericho’ (2nd light)
St Joshua was tasked by Moses to lead the militia into battle against the Amalekites (Exodus
17:8-16). A faithful disciple, he represents devotion and commitment.
St. David ‘standing before Jesus’ (3rd light)
King of Scotland (c1085-1153) A devout Christian, David was responsible for founding
many monasteries in Scotland during his reign.
St. Joan of Arc (right) in front of Rheims Cathedral (4th light)
(1412 -1431) Virgin
The daughter of a peasant farmer, the pious Joan was brought up during the Hundred Years
War. Her visions led to several French victories in battle against the English with Joan
leading the troops. However, the visions were later used against her to denounce her as a
heretic and she was burned at the stake in Rouen.
Joan of Arc represents bravery in battle, leadership and fortitude.

The Firm of Shrigley and Hunt
Established in 1750, St John the Baptist’s had used this firm before; for example, the stained
glass window in the Chancel to the late Miss Mary Helen Wigram (1876-1907), had been
made by them8. The firm’s headed note-paper (below) shows they were ‘Workers in stained
glass, mosaics, tiles, memorials and tablets’ based at John O’Gaunt’s Gate, Lancashire and
28 John St., Bedford Row, London.
Two of Shrigley and Hunt’s most talented designers were Carl Almquist (1848-1924) and
Edward Holmes Jewitt (1849-1929). By co-incidence Jewitt was Clement W Jewitt’s uncle
(the designer of North Collingham’s Cross War Monument).
The War Memorial window was in situ early in 1920 although the official commemorative
service didn’t take place until July, by which time the brass tablet with the names of the fallen
had also been installed.

Cost of Window
The stained glass
window cost £210
(invoice dated 26 June
1920)
According to one
calculator that’s the
rough equivalent of
£8,343 today.

Right: copy of the original
receipt for the window
from Shrigley and Hunt.
Reproduced with kind
permission of Inspire
Nottinghamshire Archives
Ref: PR/16,440/3
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South Collingham Parish Newsletter January 1909 Ref: CDLHS EC/B/42. Mary Helen Wigram was the daughter
of John and Gertrude Wigram.

The Brass Memorial Tablet St John the Baptist Church South
Collingham
Location: South Aisle
IWM No: 1973

Photo Michael Davies

The Brass Memorial Tablet (continued)
Material: brass with raised lettering
Size: 48 x 24 inches ‘Roll of Honour and badges.’
The tablet was made by Messrs. Gawthorp and Sons, ‘artificers on brass, iron and marble’ of
16, Long Acre London WC2, founded c.1832. The receipt shows the tablet cost £108.0.0
plus 1/3 (one shilling and 3 pence) for carriage via Midland Railway. £108 would be the
equivalent of about £4,290 today. Builder Charles Vincent Russell (1882-1963) of South
Collingham fixed the tablet to the wall for a cost of 7/6.

Final Accounts of the South Collingham Memorials:

Above: South Collingham Parish Newsletter September 1920

c/o CDLHS Ref: EC/B/52

Captain T H C Woolley’s wooden grave marker
Location:

above the brass memorial tablet.

IWM No: 27136
Captain Woolley’s grave marker
was originally on the outside of the
chancel wall of the church until the
late David Collins (1928-2007), a
military enthusiast and member of
Collingham and District Local
History Society Committee, sought
permission to bring it inside to
protect it from weathering.
With the backing of the then vicar,
Rev A A Conn and the
churchwarden, Gordon Lauder,
faculty for moving the grave marker
was granted by the Southwell
Diocese. It was re-sited and affixed
above the brass War Memorial by
David Tingle on January 3rd 1996.9

Description: Wooden grave
marker (also known as a battlefield
cross) with rounded ‘nubs’ at the
top of the shaft and on the
crossbeam ends. A faded handpainted inscription reads ‘Killed in
Action’ then on the crossbeam
‘Capt. T H C Woolley 2/8 Sherwood
Foresters’ Beneath that, sloping
upwards, is number 27417. This is
27th April 1917 – the date Woolley
was killed in action at Hargicourt on
the Somme.

Photo Michael Davies
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Information kindly supplied by Mrs M Cobb, current churchwarden of St John the Baptist 17th Feb 2018

Left: Captain Thomas Hugh Corbett
Woolley (1888 -1917) of The Cottage
(now Westfield House, Westfield Lane)
Image with permissions John Hamblin of
the Lancing College Roll of Honour
website. Woolley left a wife, Joan (18881932), and daughter, Vera, born in
1916.

About Wooden Grave markers (battlefield crosses)
The scale and volume of casualties during the
Great War was unprecedented. One of the
most shocking statistics comes from the first
day of The Battle of the Somme on July 1st
1916, when around 20,000 British
Expeditionary Forces were killed. Little wonder
there was barely time to retrieve the dead, let
alone give them a decent burial.
At first, makeshift markers were placed near
each body; a broken rifle, a stick - whatever
was to hand. Many bodies were left in trenches
or shell holes where they fell. Others were
moved to the rudimentary cemeteries springing
up near the line or attached to field hospitals.
Above: Sir Fabian Ware image with kind permission of ©CWGC
It was thanks to a 45-year old British Red
Cross volunteer, Fabian Ware (1869 -1949), that many of the casualties were identified.
Ware, a veteran of the Boer War and past editor of the Morning Post, recognised the chaos
of the situation on the battlefields and began noting the names, rank and regiment of the
dead and their burial locations, to ensure the Fallen would not be forgotten.
The importance of his work was recognised by the War Office in 1915 and by 1917 they set
up the Imperial War Graves Commission. This led to a more coherent system of recording
the burials.
The enormity of the task cannot be overstated. Sometimes there were few clues left to
identify the soldier and a metal tag with ‘Unknown British Soldier’ embossed on it was affixed
to the marker. In the case of Brough-born Private John Hickman (1889-1918) killed in action
on August 10th 1918, it was ‘…portions of paybook with name’ that enabled the
commissioners to identify him.

In the 1920s, the task of building more fitting memorials and cemeteries to honour the dead
began. The prominent architects of the day, such as Sir Edwin Lutyens, were commissioned
to design on a grand scale with the iconic Thiepval Memorial, attributed as the largest
Commonwealth monument to the missing in the world, unveiled in 1932.
With the reorganisation of the cemeteries and re-internment of many of the soldiers beneath
the dignified Portland stone headstones, the wooden markers became obsolete. They were
offered back to the families of the dead soldier, together with a commemorative leaflet,
provided the families paid the shipping costs. Many crosses ended up in the local churches,
as Captain Woolley’s has, but few remain today.
Fabian Ware received a knighthood in recognition of his work in 1920. In 1960, the Imperial
War Graves Commission became the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC).

Above: Pte J T Hickman’s Imperial War Graves Commission Burial Return form for Rosières Communal Cemetery
Extension. Hickman’s name is fifth from the bottom. Image ©CWGC (permissions granted for reuse within their
terms and conditions).

Memorial Plaque to Lt. Ronald A C Aitchison
Location: Near the stained glass war memorial window in the chancel
IWM No: 27404

The plaque was dedicated by Ronald’s parents, Rose (née Woolley) and Gowrie Colquhoun
Aitchison of ‘The Burnt House’ South Collingham.
Their only son (they had one other child – a daughter,
Annie Catherine), Ronald Andrew Colquhoun
Aitchison (1894 -1914) was educated at Charterhouse
and then Sandhurst Military College.
He joined the King’s Own Royal Lancaster Regiment
in 1913. Promoted to lieutenant on 9th December
1914, he had twice been mentioned for gallantry. He
died of wounds sustained in battle near Armentières,
France.
Lt. Aitchison was the first to die in action from either
village during the Great War; he was nine days away
from his 20th birthday.
His father, Lt Col Aitchison, commanded the 2/5th
Sherwood Foresters 1914 -1916.
Photo of Lt. R A C Aitchison
reproduced with permission of
Johan Moors

Inscription on James and Mary Bunn’s grave in St John the
Baptist’s Churchyard
IWM No: 27310

Above: Details of Charles Bunn’s inscription on his parents’ grave from IWM website. The exact location of the grave
is currently unknown

Pte Charles Bunn (1893 -1916) served initially with the
Sherwood Foresters and was then transferred to the Royal
Marines Light Infantry (2nd Battalion). He died of wounds
sustained in the Battle of the Ancre on November 17th
1916 and is buried in Puchevillers Cemetery, Somme. His
father, James Bunn (1864 -1955) worked for SmithWoolley Land Agents on The Green until moving to Retford
around 1916. Charles’ mother, Mary Bunn (née Bealby),
was born in South Collingham in 1867 and died in Retford
in 1944.

Above: Pte Charles Bunn. Photo from the
Newark Advertiser 1916

South Collingham Great War Roll of Honour
Location: to the left of the brass memorial tablet.
IWM No: 59007
This handwritten roll of honour hangs in a wooden frame with glazing & includes a list of all
the men from South Collingham, Brough and Danethorpe who saw active service 19141918. Those who were died are indicated by an ‘RIP’ next to their name.

Photo Michael Davies

List of those who served in South Collingham & Brough
1914 – 1918 including those who saw active service.
Please note there were more men from South Collingham who saw active service but do not appear on
the roll of honour. Names of those who died in bold.

Aitchison,
Gowrie C.
Aitchison Ronald A.C. RIP
Armstrong Charles
Armstrong Frederick
Armstrong James
Armstrong John B.
Armstrong Thomas
Bartholomew Ethel
Bee
Frederick
Bee
Jack Peet RIP

Hammond Albert E RIP
Hammond George
Hammond William H. RIP
Harrison
William Herbert
Hebblethwaite Henry
Hickman
Frederick
Hickman
John H. RIP
Hill
Alfred
Hoe
Reginald
Hopkinson John

Birch
Bocock
Bocock
Bocock
Brierley
Broadberry
Broadberry
Browne
Browne
Birch

John H.
James P.
Joseph H.
Percy
William
Cecil
Harold
Montague B. RIP
Percival L. RIP
George

Horton
Hutchinson
Jacklin
Langham
Liley
Liley
Lumbers
Marshall
Newstead
Pearson

George
William
Herbert
Harold
James RIP
William
W
Harry
Arthur J.
Charles

Burgess
Clayton
Clayton
Clayton
Clayton
Clifton
Clifton
Clifton
Coging
Colton

Harold T. W.
Alfred
Frank
George Henry RIP
John Henry
Joseph
Samuel
William
Samuel
William H.

Crocker
Crocker
Crocker
Crossland
Dawson
Ellis
Fillingham
Forman
Forman
Fosberry

Albert
Alfred
Arthur
Walter
George
George W.
Arthur Joseph
Arthur
George
George W.

Pearson
Pearson
Pearson
Pilgrim
Pilgrim
Pitt
Pitt
Pitt
Plevey
Priestley

Frederick
George
William
George Henry RIP
William
Ambrose Nelson
Arthur O.
John W.
Alfred
Herbert RIP

Priestley
Rawson
Seels
Sewards
Sims
Smith
Staniland
Taylor
Taylor

Leonard RIP
John
William
George
James L
Wilfred H.
William
Harold
Leonard

Thompson

Clarence

Thomson
Tonn
Walker
Wilkinson
Willis

Harry
Arthur RIP
Albert RIP
Vincent RIP
John

Willis
Willis
Woolley
Worthington
Worthington

Thomas
William
Thomas H.C. RIP
Charles
Frederick

Would

William H

“For King and Country”

Notes

Part 4

World War Two War Memorials (1939 - 1945)

Background
As in the case of the Great War, those who died in World War Two were remembered in
memorials in the churches.
A bronze tablet, similar in design to the original, was added to the foot of the Great War
Tablet in St John the Baptist with a glazed and framed roll of honour placed nearby. In North
Collingham, a bronze plaque was added to the plinth of the cross in the churchyard and the
six names embossed on the parishioner’s plaque inside All Saints Church. The Methodist
Church commissioned a simple inscription to go beneath their Great War plaque on the
rostrum.
Soon after the war ended, the Public Hall was re-named the War Memorial Hall and framed
and glazed rolls of honour for those who saw active service in both North and South
Collingham were mounted on the north facing wall.

Above: Plaque commemorating the purchase of the War Memorial Hall by public subscription c 1946

Further research needs to be undertaken as to whether committees were formed and how
the various memorials were funded.

The Fallen: 1939 -1946
The death toll was much lower this time, with eleven names recorded altogether, five in
South Collingham and six in North Collingham. It is noticeable that fewer served in the army
and more in either the RAF or Navy.
The six men who lost their lives during the second world war are remembered on the North
Collingham Cross and Parishioners’ Plaque. They are:
William Eric Akrill (1922 -1943) RAF
John Francis Chell (1917-1941) RAF
John Edward Millns (1915 -1941) RAF
George Stanley Nicholson (1919-1941) Merchant Navy
William Vernon Lewis Spendlove, DSO (1909 -1943) RAF
Willis Widdowson (1919 -1945) Royal Army Service Corps

From South Collingham, four are remembered on the parishioners’ tablet and five on the roll
of honour. The five names are:
John Bethune Archibald (1915 -1941) Ordinary Seaman
Dorothy Mary Cameron (1918 -1946) Civilian
William Harold Harrison (1918 -1942) RAF
Edith Makins (1920 -1941) Civilian (Munitions)
Ronald Melton (1922 -1944) RAF

There is an additional name on the South Collingham roll of honour that does not appear on
the tablet: Dorothy Mary Cameron, who died in 1946, perhaps after the tablet had been cast.
Three are buried locally: John Edward Millns in North Churchyard, Edith Makins and Ronald
Melton in South. Dorothy Cameron’s cremated remains were interred in South Collingham
Churchyard on 29th October 1946.

World War Two Memorials in North Collingham
The six men who lost their lives during the second world war are remembered on the
North Collingham Cross and Parishioners’ Plaque. IWM Nos. as before.

Above: 1939-1945 Memorial plaque on the plinth of the cross. Below:
detail of the parishioners’ plaque inside All Saints showing the additional
names from 1939-1945

Please note that there is no WW2 roll of honour for those who served kept in All Saints
Church. It hangs instead in the War Memorial Hall on the High Street.

Pilot Officer JE Millns’ Grave
Location: Row M 326 three rows from the War Memorial Cross
Of the six names of the fallen in North
Collingham, only Pilot Officer John Edward
Millns (1915 - 1941) is buried here.
Before the war, Millns worked as a flour
milling representative and lived on Low Street
in a house called ‘Sunny Mount’ with his
widowed mother, Mary Millns (1882 -1967).
He married Kathleen Healey at All Saints
Church in October 1939.
We are grateful to David Willey for the
following information on Millns’ war record:

Above: John Edward Millns’ grave, in CWGC standard
Portland stone
Photo: Michael Davies

‘Initially, Millns was attached to the No1 AntiAircraft Co-operation Unit which was based at
RAF Cleave near Bude in Cornwall. He joined
the RAF as a volunteer at the outbreak of
war. He was later transferred to a School of
General Reconnaissance at RAF Blackpool
(now Squire’s Gate Airport) not long before he
was killed in 1941.
It is likely he was killed on a training flight in a
De Havilland Tiger Moth No N5454 plane,
along with 28 -year old Flight-Lieutenant
Dudley Conway Carleton. Observers reported
seeing the plane going into a spin over
Grange-over-Sands and plummet into the
ground.’

David Willey, an aviation historian, believes
something must have broken on the plane for two experienced pilots to crash in this way.
Pilot Officer Millns’ body and that of his co-pilot were recovered. Millns’ burial took place on
22nd September 1941. He is remembered as ‘Jack’ Millns on the North Collingham Roll of
Honour in the War Memorial Hall, as John Edward Millns on the cross and parishioners’
plaque in All Saints.
John Edward Millns was the nephew of Pte. Harold Millns, who died of wounds in 1916.

Stanley George Nicholson (1919 - 1941)
Inscription on family grave

Location: Row ‘G’ 254 facing east towards the
War Memorial Cross near the central path
Stanley Nicholson was the youngest of four children
born to North Collingham draper George Nicholson and
his wife Florence. He lived with his parents at
‘Sunnycroft’ on 10, Station Road. At the outbreak of war
he joined the Merchant Navy as 1st radio operator on
the SS Warlaby. The unescorted cargo ship was sunk
on February 12th 1941 on the way from Alexandria to
Oban by the German heavy cruiser Admiral Hipper,
which opened fire ‘without warning.’ Only the Chief
Officer and two other crew members survived. Twentyone-year old Nicholson and 37 other crew members
lost their lives at sea. They are remembered on the
Tower Hill Memorial, London, Panel 116.
Stanley Nicholson is also remembered on the Cross
and North Collingham Parish Parishioners’ Memorial

Above: Stanley George Nicholson is remembered on
his parents’ grave alongside his brothers Gordon
and Edward and sister Mary. Photo: HP 2018

Willis Widdowson (1919-1945)
Inscription on family grave
Location: Row G 259 Towards the south wall of White Hart Lane
Warrant Officer (Class 1) SSM Willis Widdowson,
served with the Royal Army Service Corps 2nd West
African Infantry Brigade, Royal West African Frontier
Force and was killed in action in Burma (now
Myanmar). He is remembered alongside 26,875 others
on the Rangoon Memorial. Widdowson’s parents,
George Albert Widdowson (1889 -1954), a baker, and
wife Grace Laura (1893 -1978, lived in ‘Farndon
Cottage’ on the High Street.
A newspaper clipping from the time of his death shows
Willis had a fiancée, Rosemary Shelley.
The inscription on the foot-end of George and Grace
Widdowson’s brown marble grave (left) reads: ‘And
Willis Widdowson killed in Burma, March 15th 1945
aged 25 years.’

Buried in France:
Group Captain William Vernon Lewis Spendlove (21st Squadron) was a professional
airman who passed out of RAF Cranwell in 1929. He was awarded a DSO for bravery in
December 1942. Married to Nancy Blackwell and living in Princes Risborough, Bucks, he
was killed in ‘daylight operations’ on June 22nd 1943. He is buried in Abbeville Communal
Cemetery Extension in France. His father, Captain Joseph Spendlove and mother Edith,
moved to Collingham around 1918 and lived initially in ‘Brooklands’ on Low Street and on
Swinderby Road during the second world war. Both were active in village matters and
Captain Spendlove had been on the War Memorial Committee in 1919. They are buried in
North Collingham. William Spendlove’s sister, Violet Scruby, appears to have also lived at
‘Brooklands’ with her husband Robinett and two children. Violet and Robinett are also buried
in North Collingham.

‘Known only unto God’
As well as Stanley Nicholson and Willis Widdowson, the bodies of Fl/Sgt. William Eric
Akrill RAF VR (Volunteer Reserve) 115 Squadron of Potter Hill Farm, Collingham and
Fl/Sgt John Francis Chell RAF VR, 101 Squadron, were never recovered.

William Eric Akrill (1922 - 1943)
A former student at Newark College of Art
who studied under Robert Kiddey, William
volunteered for the RAF at the outbreak of
war and was a navigator with 115 Squadron
Bomber Command. He was one of five crew
members aboard a Vickers Wellington Mk
III returning to base at RAF East Wretham,
Norfolk, from a mission over Essen, when
the aircraft was shot down and crashed 20
km SW of Urk in the Netherlands on March
13th 1943. He was 21.
Left: William Akrill in RAF uniform. Photo
online. See also online: ‘Forgotten Artwork
Goes on Show’ - an interview with Miss Ann
Akrill, (William’s niece), Newark Advertiser,
July 2012.

John F Chell (1917-1941)
John Chell married Joan Iliffe at All Saints in September 1940. Both hailed from West
Bridgford where they lived during their all too brief marriage. Chell does not appear on the
North Collingham roll of honour but David Iliffe, Joan’s younger brother, also from West
Bridgford, does. Chell died on May 3rd 1941, aged 25.

Fl/Sgts. Akrill and Chell are also remembered on the Runnymede Memorial in Surrey.

War Memorial Hall:
World War Two Roll of Honour
Location: North facing wall
IWM Number: not recorded

Above: Handwritten rolls of honour to the ‘Men and Women of the Parish of North (left) and South Collingham (right)
who served in World War II 1939- 1945. Both rolls appear to have been written by the same person. Photo M. Davies

Photo 2018 Michael Davies

South Collingham

List of World War Two (1939 -1945) Memorials in St John the Baptist:

Bronze Memorial Tablet on the South Aisle Wall
World War Two Roll of Honour
Cremated remains of Dorothy Mary Cameron
Grave of Edith Makins
Grave of Sgt Rodney Melton, Pilot Officer RAF Volunteer Reserve

Names of the Fallen 1939-1945:
John Bethune Archibald (1915-1941)
Harold William Harrison (1918- 1942)
Edith Makins (1920-1941)
Ronald Melton (1922-1944)
A fifth name, Dorothy Mary Cameron
(1918-1946) has an ‘RIP’ against her
name on the roll of honour but is not
included on the tablet.

St John the Baptist Church: Bronze Tablet (1939 -1945)
Location: A second tablet was fixed beneath the one from the Great War on the South
Aisle wall. This tablet was made by Jones & Willis Ltd, Church Art Workers of Birmingham.

IWM No: As before

Above: detail of the four names on the brass tablet 1939-1945 South Collingham

Description
Bronze with letters in relief and bright polished, chiselled finish background in brown bronze.
Cost was £40 to include delivery (by train)
Correspondence between the churchwarden, Charles Edward ‘Teddy’ Maxwell, son of Rev.
Maxwell, reveals Maxwell was insistent that the firm ‘must guarantee that this new memorial
will be exactly similar to the present one.’ Despite a different firm making the original
(Gawthorp & Son) in 1920, Jones and Willis went to great lengths to fulfil the churchwarden’s
wishes, right down to asking for samples of the screws to be sent to them so they could
source a perfect match.
The tablet was delivered by September 1947

Above: Letter from Jones and Willis Ltd to C E Maxwell dated May 15th 1947 reads:

‘We are enclosing you a full size setting out for Memorial Tablet, this is to be in Bronze with
letters and border in relief and bright polished, the background will be a chiselled finish in
brown bronze and our price for supplying this will be £40 delivered. Hoping to be favoured
with your instructions to proceed, we remain yours faithfully,
Jones and Willis Ltd.’
Source: c/o Inspire Nottinghamshire Archives Ref PR/23,500/329

South Collingham Roll of Honour (1939 -1945)
Location: South Aisle Wall
IWM No: 59008
Near to the parishioners’ tablet in St John the Baptist Church, this handwritten roll of
honour hangs in a wooden frame with glazing & includes a list of all the men from
South Collingham, Brough and Danethorpe who saw active service 1939-1945.
Those who died are indicated by an ‘RIP’ next to their name.

Edith Makins’ Grave
Location: Facing the church tower, two across from Ronald Melton’s grave

Edith Makins (1920 -1942) was one of 41 employees
of Ransome and Marles factory in Newark who lost
their lives during an air raid on the munition works on
Friday 7th March 1941.
Edith lived with her parents and siblings in what is
now Gardener’s Cottage, 8 Newark Road. Engaged
to be married to Stanley Sanderson (1918 -1993)
and saving for her ‘bottom drawer’, she only had
enough to cover her bus fare home (2 ½ d) in her
purse when she was recovered.
According to Trevor Frecknall’s book ‘Newark’s
Black Friday’ Edith’s purse is still in the family today.

Edith Makins’ memorial stone in South
Collingham

Edith’s funeral took place in St John the Baptist’s on
March 14th and a Union Jack was draped over her coffin.
Edith is also remembered on Newark’s memorial to the 41
victims in the Town Hall, Newark. Her fiancé, Stanley,
never married.

Edith Makins
Photo c/o Trevor Frecknall
‘Newark’s Black Friday’ published
2016

Ronald Melton’s Grave
Location: facing the church tower in the west of the churchyard
Sgt. Ronald Melton (c.1922-1944) served in 115
Squadron, RAF Witchford, with the RAF
Volunteer Reserve as a wireless operator.
On February 21st 1944, Melton, alongside six
other crew members, was returning from a
mission over Stuttgart in Germany in an Arvo
Lancaster II (No. LL729, code A4-B) when the
plane crashed over Shillington in Bedfordshire,
killing all on board10.
His body was brought back to Collingham and his
funeral took place on 25th February.
Ronald’s parents, John and Ethel Melton, ran a
newsagent’s and grocery shop on the corner of
the High Street. Tragically, Ronald’s sister, Rita
(1918 -1999) lost her husband, John Bethune
Archibald (1915 - 1941) when his ship, HMS
Audacity, was sunk by a German U-boat (see
Roll of Honour RIP).

Sgt R Melton’s grave in South Collingham
Churchyard

Above: The Melton family ran this shop (now 40/42 High Street) during the 1940s-1950s. Photo c 1985 c/o Newark
Library Local Studies

10

Source: David Willey

Grave of Dorothy Mary Cameron née Velzian (1918 -1946)
Location: currently unknown
The cremated remains of Dorothy Mary Cameron are interred in South Collingham
Churchyard. According to her probate entry, Dorothy died in Cardiff’s County Isolation
Hospital on 29th October 1946 aged 28. Her address was given as the Thatched Cottage on
the Green/ Newark Road (then divided into two cottages).
Born and raised in Weymouth, Dorset, Dorothy married Geoffrey (or John D.M.) Cameron in
1942. It is currently unknown when or why she moved to Collingham. She was still in
Weymouth in 1939. Also unknown is the reason for her inclusion on the South Collingham
Roll of Honour.

Buried or Remembered Elsewhere:
John Bethune Archibald (1915-1941) was born in Glasgow. By 1939 he was living on
Coney Green and working as a labourer at Ransome and Marles. He married Rita Melton,
sister of Rodney Melton (RIP) who was also employed at Ransom and Marles, in 1940.
Archibald served in the Royal Navy during the war. His ship, HMS ‘Audacity’ was sunk by a
German U-boat U-751. 73 of the crew were lost.
Ordinary Seaman Archibald is also remembered on the Portsmouth Naval Memorial Panel
50, column 1.
Harold William Harrison (1918 – 1942) was the son of William Herbert and Marjorie
Beatrice Harrison of ‘High House’ South End, South Collingham. A Pilot Officer in the RAF
(No 48001) with 485 (NZ) Squadron, P/O Harrison died on 22nd July 1942 over Goes, north
west of Antwerp, in the Netherlands. He was flying solo in a Supermarine Spitfire MK VB BL
815 when he collided with a telegraph pole and crashed. The cause of the collision is
unknown. He is buried in Flushing Northern Cemetery, Vlissingen.

Possible Omissions from the War Memorials (1939 - 1945)
As with the Great War, there are possible omissions from the Second World War memorials.
A case could be made to include Flight Sergeant Campbell McIntosh McMillan (1925 -1945)
who was married to North Collingham resident Betty Sheldon (born 1922) in 1944. They
lived at Crescent House, Low Street Collingham.
McMillan was a Lancaster Signaller and flew with 9 Squadron from RAF Bardney. He lost his
life two weeks before the war ended when returning from a mission to Leipzig on 8th April
1945. His Lancaster I HK788 WS-E F/O caught fire and dived into the ground at Lyford 8
miles SW of Oxford. He and six other crew members are all buried in Botley Cemetery,
Oxford.
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